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Recap of Parish Pastoral Council Information Meeting 

Parishioners met at St. Bernardine Fearon Hall on October 9 to learn more about the new Parish Pastoral Council 

(PPC) that will be established in the next several months. Rick Moreno, Parish Vitality Coordinator of Vicariate IV, 

presented the new vision of the PPC’s work and how it will help advance the parish’s goal to build a new reality.  

Participation by those who attended the meeting was excellent, with many questions about how the new PPC will 

differ from the past. Moreno explained that the concept of the PPC first originated with Vatican II, and has 

functioned for decades as an advisory group to the pastor to help the various issues and challenges of the parish.  

The role of the new Parish Pastoral Council is not focused on managing parish matters, but on helping build a parish 

culture in which parishioners experience a deep sense of belonging and spiritual fulfillment. St. Luke and  

St. Bernardine Parish has defined its task as becoming a parish that is welcoming, inclusive, vibrant and joyful– as 

stated in our parish vision.  

Ultimately, the PPC has a central role in assisting this vision to become a reality. This means a significant change in 

what the PPC actually does. The PPC is charged with evolving:  

From what it has been 

 Reporting about groups and ministries that PPC 

members represent; and carrying out decisions 

affecting groups or ministries represented 

 Reflecting a small portion of the parish, i.e. those 

involved in groups or ministries 

 Having limited input to parish vision  

 Bringing problems/issues to the pastor 

To what it needs to become  

 Functioning as a de facto board of directors to help 

the pastor identify, assess and adopt decisions and 

programs that advance the parish vision 

 Reflecting the perspectives of the entire parish; 

leveraging forth these broad perspectives and 

experiences to provide accountability and support 

to the pastor on major matters affecting the future 

directions of the parish 

 Having a deep understanding and input to the 

parish vision and the pastoral strategy and actions 

to achieve it 

 Working to amplify the vision and work of the parish, 

and communicating the parish vision to achieve 

understanding throughout the parish 

As the PPC works to develop this new parish culture, it will assist the pastor in assessing actions that advance parish 

renewal, and serves as a visioning body focused on the future of the parish rather than on managing current issues 

and other parish matters.  

This first information meeting provided and excellent guide to future meetings, in which all parishioners are urged to 

participate to learn more about how the parish will evolve the new PPC. It is important for all to participate in the 

dialogue in these meetings, regardless of personal interest in 

serving on the Council. There will be more information on the PPC 

in the coming months.  




