
Father Mansuetus Setonga is a priest in the Diocese of Same,
Tanzania, Africa. Ordained in 1986, Father Setonga has held the
following positions of Diocesan leadership:

• Rector of Chanjale Minor Seminary- 1986 to 1989
• General Secretary of the Diocese of Same- 1989 to 1994, 2000 to
2010
• Director of Mater Dei Africa – May 2014 to present

Advanced Studies:
• St. Cloud State University (1994-1997), MS Public Administration 1997
• University of Iowa (1997-2000), MS Economic Development 2000
• University of Iowa (2010-2013), studies toward a PhD in Economic
Development

Mater Dei Africa was formed as a result of reflection by its founder,
Father Setonga, while pursuing his Doctoral Degree in Economic
Development while studying at the University of Iowa. The mission of
Mater Dei Africa (MDA) is to transform the lives of the poor, including
elderly people and vulnerable children, by providing integrated
family care and community-based services to enable them to
become self-reliant and productive members of society, both
economically and socially.



During his years of service in the Diocese of Same, Father Setonga
implemented and managed dozens of innovative poverty alleviation
programs to assist the many and diverse people of northeastern
Tanzania, including Pare and Maasai, Catholic, Muslim, and
traditional religions.

In May 2018, Rt. Rev. Rogath Kimaryo the Ordinary of the Diocese of
Same received the request from Fr. Mansuetus Setonga to establish a
Religious Congregation “The Sisters of Mater Dei Africa”. Bishop Rt.
Rev. Kimaryo approved the instituting of a diocesan Sisters’
Congregation and to be formed by the neighboring Sisters of Mary of
Kakamega, Kenya as a way of addressing the pastoral needs of the
Diocese of Same.

The Sisters of Mater Dei Africa are housed in a recently constructed
convent which is now fully occupied but lacks a healthy water
supply. Currently the Postulates carry 18 liters of water one mile from
the only local water source, a river that is shared by both people and
animals. The river source is not a clean, healthy water supply which is
used by the convent members and local villagers for drinking,
washing, and cooking. As a result, many of these people, including
the several convent members suffer from diarrhea, typhoid and other
water borne diseases.

Accordingly, Father Setonga is bringing forward this request to you, to
assist in raising $28,000 to drill a local water well near the convent to
serve the members of the convent and neighboring village.
God Bless you for your assistance.


