
As St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish concludes the first 

phase of Parish Unification it’s useful to review the 

parish’s unification achievements in the past year.  

Unifying Parish Organizations  

The Parish Unification Committee has coordinated and 

supported unification work to create a seamless 

organization focused on meeting the needs of 

parishioners within our united community of 

faith. Organizing as a single parish has 

resulted in:  

 Creation of a single staff, and a  

single maintenance operation for  

both campuses 

 Appointment of the Director of 

Operations 

 Appointment of the Director of Music 

Ministry 

 Appointment of the Communications 

Coordinator  

 Appointment of the new Parish Finance Council  

In the next several months a new Parish Council will be 

created as focus turns to the next phase of Renew My 

Church – “Building the New Reality. ”In this phase, 

critical work will be to engage inactive parishioners 

and bring into our parish community others for whom 

St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish can be a spiritual 

home.  

Worship  

The Worship Work Group’s efforts 

helped generate:  

 The new Mass schedule, and follow

-up questionnaire that gathered 

parishioner views about the schedule 

and led to weekday Mass time 

changes 

 The Mass of Remembrance on 

November 15 at St. Bernardine Church,  

 Lessons and Carols on December 

15 at St. Luke Church 

 The unified Christmas liturgies of the Family Mass 

and the Christmas Eve Mass, and sharing the 
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Bambinelli Blessing and Oplatki traditions 

 The unified Triduum liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday, the Easter Vigil, Stations of the Cross and 

Morning Prayer that occurred at one or another of 

our churches 

 The process for unifying the ministries of lectors and 

Eucharistic ministers 

 The bells of both churches were repaired, and 

ringing the same music at the same times each 

day as a reminder to pray, as the parish expands 

Prayer of the Bells 

 Both churches following the same procedures for 

matters such as monthly envelope mailings, use of 

lectors and greeters, announcements and 

collections during Mass 

 Creation of the new Bereavement ministry 

 Organizing the Sacristan ministry at each church 

Communication  

This Communication Work Group developed new and 

restructured parish media to help make all 

communication goal-focused, easily accessible, 

consistent, inspiring and succinct. Their work resulted 

in:  

 The new parish vision built on concepts and 

phrasing provided by parishioners through a parish

-wide questionnaire 

 The new parish logo, and guidelines for its 

application and for use of the parish name 

 The new St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish website, 

accessible at stlstbparish.org 

 The newly designed and defined parish bulletin 

 The united e-newsletter highlighting parish events 

and pertinent information for the week ahead  

Faith Formation  

 The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults and the 

Religious Education Program unified before July 1, 

2021, their work continues to build the body of our 

unified parish 

 The Ministry of Praise newsletter published 

throughout the parish 

Social Action Initiatives  

Organizations and programs have come together 

seamlessly to produce stronger social action initiatives 

for the unified parish:  

 The St. Vincent DePaul Society Food Pantry, long a 

St. Bernardine initiative, has drawn volunteers and 

support from St. Luke. Food and financial 

donations from St. Luke Church now go directly to 

the food pantry 

 The Peace and Justice Committee, originally a St. 

Luke organization, now includes active members 

from throughout the parish 

 The unified Giving Tree tradition continued to 

benefit refugees helped by Catholic Charities 

 The fresh food recovery and distribution that 

started in January 2021 continues as a united effort 

to provide prepared meals to individuals, churches 

and organizations, and to deliver buckets of food 

to different agencies for their own use 

 The united Turkey Sunday tradition continues to 

benefit our sister parish, St. Agatha, as well as 

clients from the food pantry 
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Music Ministry  

Parish worship has been enriched by:  

 Creating a united Choir to lead music at both 

churches 

 Creating a united Resurrection Choir for funeral 

Masses at both churches 

 Re-introducing the Contemporary Choir with 

participants from both churches 

 Cross-pollinating parish music with selections 

known in both churches while introducing new 

music 

Parish Life  

Throughout the year all parishioners were invited to 

every parish social event and came together for:  

 Three “Band Together” concerts  

 The 100th Anniversary Mass and celebration of 

St. Luke School 

 Game Day 

 The Women’s Club Christmas Party and Spring Fling 

 Breakfast with Santa 

 The St. Luke School Sapphire and Gold Gala 

 St. Bernardine Day Celebration 

 Relaunching Coffee on the Plaza at St. Luke 

Church in June and Hospitality Weekend at  

St. Bernardine Church in the fall  

 The new SLSB Stitchers, which came together as a 

united organization 

 Participation as a united parish in the Forest Park 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the River Forest Memorial 

Day Parade, and the Forest Park German Fest  

Conclusion  

Throughout the past year St. Luke and St. Bernardine 

Parish has built a solid foundation for its future. Yet the 

most important step is yet to come – the acceptance 

by each parishioner of personal responsibility to make 

the parish and our faith a continuing force in our 

communities and our world. Personal commitment of 

all parishioners will enable St. Luke and St. Bernardine to 

build the strong future defined in the parish vision as 

being “welcoming, inclusive, vibrant and joyful.” 

 

A Prayer for “Renew My Church” 

Lord Jesus, you speak to us today,  

as you spoke to holy men and women  

who have gone before us.  

In every age and in our own time,  

you call to us and say: Renew My Church.  

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,  

and so enable us  

    to hear you clearly  

    to listen to each other attentively  

    to imagine our future boldly  

    to discern your direction wisely  

    to persevere in your holy will courageously  

    to stay together in charity  

    to surrender our own plans readily  

    to embrace the greater good  

    to hand on your gifts to future generations.  

May we remain in the holy company of  

the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles and all the saints.  

May their example and presence  

inspire us with patient confidence  

in the work of your grace.  

We ask this of you who live and reign  

with the Father  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God,  

forever and ever. Amen  
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 Julie Bauer  

 Sarina Butler  

 Julia Doloszycki 

 Nikole Drever  

 Donna Gawlas 

 Tamara Hicks  

 Kathryn Iammartino 

 C. J. Kerstetter  

 Tim Lock 

 Deb Michalak 

 Janet Scodius 

 Tom Smedinghoff 

Parish Life 

   Team 

 Donna Gawlas 

 Tamara Hicks  

 C. J. Kersetter  

 Tim Lock  

 

        Liturgy 

        Team 

 Mary Beth Beal 

 Julia Doloszycki 

 Dave Erfort 

 Liz Jeep 

 Irene Woliniski 

 

Communications 

          Team 

 Sarina Butler 

 Eileen Cooney 

 Anna Dooley 

 Deb Michalak 

 Janet Scodius 

 David Whiting  

Thank you to our volunteers for their help in bringing 
our two parishes together this past year 

Unification Committee Members 


