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glimpses of the one they recognize and love 

become rare 

and precious 

his words more crystalline 

cliff notes of the master’s teaching 

and the actions 

that brought his words to life 

today he offers a hint for disciples still in shock 

at the reality of his risen presence 

deeply profound yet utterly practical: 

love one another as I have loved you 

sounds familiar but did you catch the twist 

this is new 

not the golden rule 

not the two-fold commandment 

of their early formation 

new yet finally unsurprising 

if he is one in whom God is glorified 

and we are ones in whom his presence 

is to be known around the world 

we obviously must learn to love as he loves 

not merely as we love ourselves 

(how flimsy a standard self-love 

based on ego and desire 

with quicksilver shifts to self-loathing) 

he makes it simple 

reduces two commandments 

to a single deeper commitment 

if we are joined to him 

how can we be less caring than he 

less merciful, less loving 

is this too much to ask 

of those who proclaim a new heaven 

and a new earth 

 

~E.M. Jeep  
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The resurrected Christ gives 

us the strength to do things 

we may never have even 

imagined.  

Life will often give us moun-

tains to climb — from losing 

a job or going bankrupt  

to a diagnosis of cancer  

or unexpectedly losing a 

loved one — and it is 

natural to wonder how we 

will find the energy, ability, 

and determination to forge ahead. It helps to have 

others around us who support us. But ultimately it’s 

up to us to make that leap. It helps if we can draw 

on a good dosage of faith and a fervent prayer life. 

Then we find ourselves succeeding and ascending 

to heights that once frightened us. What we realize 

after we have reached the other side is that the 

hardship we once saw as a 

daunting obstacle has become a 

vehicle for something better and 

greater. We are stronger than ever.  

The same is true with the Gospel. 

The prospect of loving others un-

conditionally may seem idealistic  

or unobtainable. Yet, when we  

risk moving beyond just looking  

out for or helping one another  

to actually loving each other, 

miracles happen. There is some-

thing wonderful that occurs with 

love. We see people in ways we 

never saw before, understanding 

and appreciating each other’s 

journey. Love leads to reverence, faith is 

strengthened, and we move on to try again. 

Perhaps you recall someone — or perhaps even 

many others —who helped you through difficult 

times. We are looking for some volunteers who can 

be that kind of compassionate support for families 

who need to plan a funeral or memorial Mass at our 

churches. You can read more about this Bereave-

ment Ministry on page 4. If you’re willing to be part of 

this loving service to your fellow parishioners, please 

give us a call to learn more about it. 

We have a couple of upcoming events that can 

help bring our parish closer together. First up, of 

course, is the annual celebration of St. Bernardine’s 

feast day next Saturday. All parishioners and their 

families are invited to come to the St. Bernardine 

campus for a casual evening of Mass, free picnic 

food, music, fun, and fellowship. It will be reminiscent 

of last summer’s popular Band Together concerts, 

except with food and some exciting raffles. 

Then on June 11th we will have the long-awaited 

celebration of my installation as pastor. I was very 

happy to see the nice turnout for the installation 

Mass on January 23rd, slightly more than six months 

after our two parishes were unified. As you will recall, 

COVID was still a big concern at that time, so we 

decided to postpone the reception until after the 

epidemic subsided. Fortunately, it’s only about five 

months later and the weather should be nicer. 

We want to take advantage of this celebration to 

also honor all the committee members who made it 

possible for us to bring the two legacy parishes 

together — the Unification Committee and the 

Communication, Worship, and Parish Life Teams. 

These groups, which met 

sometimes weekly since even 

before the July 1st creation of  

St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish, 

can be very proud for all that 

they have accomplished in such 

a short time to help us rethink our 

parish operations, worship, and 

media, and create a whole new 

identity for our parish during this 

transition time. Their terms of 

service end with the closing of  

this phase of Renew My Church 

(RMC) on June 30, so we want  

to show them our deep gratitude. 

At this point, we have completed 

the first two phases of Renew My Church — the 

Discernment and Decisions Phase and the Organi-

zation Transition Phase. Now we are preparing to 

embark on the most exciting part of the process, the 

Parish Spiritual Renewal Phase, You may recall the 

three ultimate goals of RMC are for every parish to 

“make disciples, build community, and inspire 

witness.” Along with a new Parish Pastoral Council 

and Parish Finance Council, we will be creating an 

Evangelization Team that will take charge of this next 

phase, which you will be hearing in much more 

detail in the coming months. Meanwhile, I look 

forward to seeing everyone next Saturday! 
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SPECIAL EVENT 

Join us for St. Bernardine Day next Saturday 

Get your Big Cash Raffle tickets now! 

Part of the fun of St. Bernardine Day is the drawing of 

the winning numbers for the annual Big Cash Raffle. 

The winners will receive the following prizes: 

1st Prize—$2,500 / 2nd Prize—$1,250 

3rd, 4th, 5th Prize—$500 each 

Tickets are $20 each or three for $50, and entrants  

do not need to be present to win. You can order 

raffle tickets at slsrf.ejoinme.org/bigcashraffle. Or fill 

out the form here and return it with payment to the 

Parish Office, or drop the form with your check in the 

collection basket at Mass (please put “Cash Raffle” 

on the check memo line). Tickets are also available 

after Sunday Masses and at the event. 

 

BIG CASH RAFFLE ORDER FORM 

Name _____________________________________________  

Address ___________________________________________  

City/State/Zip ______________________________________  

# Tickets _________ Amount Enclosed ________________  

Get ready to have a great evening of good summer food, music, family and friends  

next Saturday for St. Bernardine Day. This day honors one of our two parish patrons, 

while offering a relaxed and fun evening. Here’s how to make it happen: 

�� Come to 5:00 Mass at St. Bernardine Church on Saturday, May 21. 

�� Immediately following Mass join the celebration  in Fearon Hall from  

6:30 to 9:30 pm. 

�� Try your luck at the Big Cash Raffle, with prizes ranging from $500 to 

$2,500. You can purchase tickets after every weekend Mass at both 

churches or online at slsrf.ejoinme.org/bigcashraffle. 

�� Food and alcohol-free beverages are free of charge. Wine and beer 

will be available at a cash bar. Donations of pre-packaged, store-

bought desserts are welcomed. 

Come for a fun and casual celebration to kick off the summer! 
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Applicants sought for two openings 

St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish is still interviewing 

candidates for the position of Communications 

Coordinator. This is a professional-level position for 

a candidate to write, edit, and manage the 

parish’s weekly bulletin, newsletters, website and 

other communication media. 

The parish is also looking for a permanent  

part-time Maintenance Worker to work up to  

30 hours per week.  

Please contact the parish Operations Director  

at dellamdesonia@stlstbparish.org for additional 

information about either opening. 

JOIN IN PRAYER WITH THE POPE 

Pope Francis invites Catholics around 

the world to remember a special 

intention in their prayers each month.  

Prayers in May are requested for 

faith-filled young people: We pray 

for all young people, called to live 

life to the fullest: may they see in 

Mary’s life the way to listen, the 

depth of discernment, the courage that faith  

generates, and the dedication to service.  

Volunteers needed to walk families 

through the bereavement 

Our parish is re-establishing our Bereavement Ministry in 

June and we need volunteers to help family members 

through the process of planning a funeral or memorial 

service for their loved ones. 

Bereavement ministers help the family select mean-

ingful scripture readings and music and to identify the 

friends or relatives who will participate in the liturgy.  

The minister also invites the bereaved to share the faith 

story of the deceased so the celebrant may reflect the 

person’s life and values in the Mass.  

At this painful time of loss, parishioners who understand 

and support bereaved families can bring comfort as 

they affirm the strength the parish community provides. 

If you are interested in serving in this important ministry 

or have questions, please contact Della DeSonia at  

708-435-8921 or dellamdesonia@stlstbparish.org. 

A shopping list for our food pantry 

Our parish food pantry group is very grateful 

for the variety of items that have been 

donated recently. However, it is very im- 

portant that everyone check the expiration 

dates for all food products because we 

cannot distribute foods that are past due. Thank you for 

your attention to this and for your continued donations! 

  ● Crackers and chips 

  ● Canned chicken/Spam 

  ● Juices (1-2 qt. plastic 

      bottles 

  ● Small instant coffee  

  ● Small boxes of tea bags 

  ● Pastas and instant rice 

● Toothpaste/toothbrushes 

● Toilet paper 

● Paper towels 

● Dish soap and shampoo 

● Hand soap/hand  

    sanitizer and body wash 

● Laundry detergent 

Vocation event for young women 

considering a vocation to religious life 

The Spring 2022 “Chicago’s Got Sisters” event will take 

place next Saturday, May 21, from 10:00 am to 7:30 pm. 

This event is geared towards women ages 18 and older 

who are discerning God's will and are considering a call 

to religious life. The day includes visits to two communi-

ties of women religious, time for prayer and reflection, 

one-on-one conversation with Sisters and brief 

introductions to a diverse group of Sister's communities 

and charisms, plus time for Q&A.  

Register online or contact Sr. Belinda Monahan for  

more information at vocations@osbchicago.org or 

visit www.vocationscava.org/chicagos-got-sisters/. 
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Mon: Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/Jn 14:21-26   

Tue: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21/ 

   Jn 14:27-31a   

Wed: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/Jn 15:1-8    

Thu: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/Jn 15:9-11    

Fri: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/Jn 15:12-17     

Sat: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21    

Next Sunday:  Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/ 

      Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29    

          DAILY READINGS 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

  MASS INTENTIONS 

Do you have a deceased relative or friend you  

wish to remember in a special way? An anniversary 

or special occasion? Someone who is ill or recover-

ing from surgery, or some other special intention  

you would like our community to pray for? We have 

openings in the 2022 Mass Book if you would like to 

schedule a Mass for your intention.  

Please call 708-771-8250 or send an email to the  

Parish Office to find an open date and make 

arrangements to have our priests remember your 

loved one at an upcoming Mass. 

Monday, May 16  

 6:30 am (SBC)    Open Intention 

 8:30 am (SLC) † Mr. and Mrs. James Finlen  

Tuesday, May 17 

 6:30 am (SBC)    Open Intention 

 8:30 am (SLC)    Open Intention 

Wednesday, May 18 - St. John I 

 6:30 am (SBC)    Open Intention 

 8:30 am (SLC) † Marcia Weber Jacobs 

 † Clarke Devereux 

Thursday, May 19 

 6:30 am (SBC)    Open Intention 

 8:30 am (SLC)    The People of St. Luke and St. Bernardine 

Parish 

Friday, May 20 - St. Bernardine of Siena 

 6:30 am (SBC)    Open Intention 

 8:30 am (SLC) † Helen and Shirley O’Leary 

Saturday, May 21 - St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions  

 8:30 am (SLC)   Open Intention 

 5:00 pm (SBC) † Renato Nacar 

 † Kathy Torkel 

 5:00 pm (SLC)    Open Intention 

Sunday, May 22 

 8:00 am (SBC) † Carolyn Brown 

 † John Gerger 

 † Ernest Dost 

 9:30 am (SLC) † Joseph Mayer 

 † Rev. Robert Rooney 

11:00 am (SLC)     Parishioner’s private intention 

      BC = St. Bernardine Church / SLC = St. Luke Church) 

          PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK 

Everyone is invited to join us in prayer throughout the 

week, starting with the Morning Rosary after the 8:30 

Mass on weekdays.  

On Tuesday evenings, our 

weekly Adoration Holy Hour is 

open for everyone to drop in for 

quiet prayer before the Blessed 

Sacrament from 5:00 to 6:30 pm 

in St. Luke Church. 

Sign up now to receive the  

next monthly Prayer Ministry 

Newsletter, which is for all those  

who would like to pray for the needs of our church and 

community at home. If you would like to receive the 

newsletter — by mail or email — around the first of each 

month, contact the Parish Office to join the list. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Julia Doloszycki, Conor Skelding, Joe Bavone,  

Thomas Black, Martha Capron, Jelyn Vargas, 

Bernardine Mayer, Shirley Hamilton, Fran Scepanovich, 

George Isdale, Gary Gould, Jack Leninger, 

Tom Mockus, Christine Arens, Isaac Beal, 

Helen Kreidermacher, George Drucker, 

Margaret Karasis, Frank Kurr, and Betty Cunningham  

AND FOR OUR DECEASED 

Maria Carmen Ramos Kare and Rev. Robert Ebron 

We welcome names for the prayer list, but they must be 

submitted by the individual or an immediate family member. 

Call the Parish Office at 708-771-8250 to add or delete  

a name on the list.  



It’s easy! 

You can make your  

weekly offering at  

givecentral.org/location/310 

or by texting the word  

“Donation” to 708-616-0633. 

PARISH INFORMATION 

 CONNECT WITH US 

St. Bernardine Church, 801 Elgin Avenue, Forest Park 

St. Luke Church, 7600 W. Lake Street, River Forest 

Parish Business Office/Mailing Address  

 528 Lathrop Avenue, River Forest IL 60305 

 708-771-8250  ���stlstboffice@stlstbparish.org 

   Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon 

 and 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

St. Luke School, 519 Ashland Ave., River Forest 

 708-366-8587  �  school-stlukeparish.org�

Religious Ed/Faith Formation Office 

 Door #6 of St. Luke School (on Lake Street) 

 708-435-8960  ●  mdalpino@stlstbparish.org 

Fearon Hall, 815 Elgin, Forest Park (lower level) 

Waldron Hall, 519 Ashland, River Forest (lower level) 

Hospitality House, 533 Ashland, River Forest 

Sacrament questions or sacramental records needed? 

    Call 708-771-8250. 

Staff Directory 

Rev. Stanislaw Kuca, Pastor 

 stkuca@stlstbparish.org .................................. 771-8250 

Rev. Edward Fialkowski, Associate Pastor 

 efialkowski@stlstbparish.org .......................... 435-8919 

Rev. Leroy Wickowski (Retired) 

 lwickowski@stlstbparish.org ........................... 435-8917 

Rev. Krzystof Swierczynski (Resident) 

Rev. Mr. John Baier ............................................. 630-655-0088 

Rev. Mr. Terry Norton ............................................... 771-6635 

Rev. Mr. Lendell Richardson ........... lr7288sr@sbcglobal.net 

Rev. Mr. Robert Slobig ....................................... 312-804-0513 

Carol Karlowski, Office Assistant 

 ckarlowski@stlstbparish.org ........................... 435-8912 

Della DeSonia, Operations Director 

 dellamdesonia@stlstbparish.org .................... 435-8921 

Michelle Dal Pino, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation 

 mdalpino@stlstbparish.org ............................. 435-8960 

Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development   

 sprice@stlstbparish.org ................................... 435-8927 

Kelly Carlson, Coordinator of Ministries 

 kecarlson@stlstbparish.org ............................. 435-8922 

Colleen Ortega, Director of Music 

 cortega@stlstbparish.org ................................ 435-8926 

Bradley Collins, Communications Coordinator  

 brcollins@stlstbparish.org ............................... 435-8910 

Dave Hodge, Maintenance Engineer 

 dhodge@stlstbparish.org ................................ 435-8953 

Andrew DiMarco, School Principal....adimarco@stlukeparish.org 

Sue Connolly, Administrative Asst.....sconnolly@stlukeparish.org 

            MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Saturday, May 21 

  5:00 pm - SBC Celebrant Fr. Stan 

   Cantor P Baumann 

 Lector D Gawlas 

 Euch Min K Rush 

 Ushers 4 Needed 

  5:00 pm - SLC Celebrant Fr. Ed 

   Servers A Leavy, 2 Needed 

 Cantor B Ortega 

 Lector N O’Malley 

 Euch Min P Chase 

 Ushers 4 Needed 

Sunday, May 22 

  8:00 am - SBC Celebrant Fr. Leroy 

 Cantor C Hopkins 

 Lector A Stempniak 

 Euch Min B D’Souza 

 Ushers B Brown, B D’Souza, 2 Needed 

  9:30 am - SLC Celebrant Fr. Kris 

  Servers G and V Gancer, 1 Needed 

 Cantor MA Zeh 

 Lector R Leonard 

 Euch Min B Maloney 

 Ushers L Tuzi, 3 Needed 

 11:00 am - SLC Celebrant Fr. Ed 

  Servers T Hill, C and C Teasley 

 Cantor S Meyer 

 Lector A O’Connell 

 Euch Min J Lynch 

 Ushers M Bauman, A Dooley, 2 Needed 

SBC = St. Bernardine Church / SLC = St. Luke Church 

           OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 

        5/8/2022 Collection  ......................... $  10,915 

         Electronic Collection ......................... $  6,117 

         Total Giving to Date  ......................   $636,951 
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