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the Word becomes flesh  

invading home, world, universe 

with life abundant 

the Word through whom all is done 

all is one 

all is revealed  

whispers even now 

of grace astounding  

and all is silent at the sound 

God, out of hiding 

lies naked in our very arms 

embracing earth 

whispering of abiding love 

Awe and gloria  

we who walked in darkness 

now see a great light 

good news for every heart and voice 

for us the Word is spoken 

now let us sing a new song 

sing to the Lord  

and bless his name 

 

E.M. Jeep 
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Dear parishioners and visitors,  

On behalf of the parish staff, and the leadership of our parish organizations, I wish everyone 

a very Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year! We especially look forward to 

this first year together as the newly unified Parish of St. Luke and St. Bernardine. 

At this time of year our hearts are filled with gratitude for all the blessings in our lives. We are 

thankful for the gift of life, our talents and our abilities, the ways that we use our gifts in 

partnership with God, being good stewards, and building up his Kingdom in our world. We 

are grateful for our families and friends. We are thankful for the work that God has given us 

to do in life, for our occupations, and co-workers. We are thankful for our nation and the 

local area in which we live.  

I am also personally grateful to be part of the wonderful parish community of St. Luke and 

St. Bernardine. There is a great tradition of faith, prayer, service, and generosity alive in our 

community. 

I would like to encourage you to go to the inside pages of this bulletin and learn about our 

new parish vision, logo, and website that we are sharing with everyone for the first time — 

as well as stories about some of our traditions and parish members — so you can know our 

community even better. Please take some time especially to reflect on our new vision 

statement and pray that, with everyone’s efforts, our parish can become this new reality.   

As we all give thanks for Jesus’ presence in the world, once again, Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! Let us enjoy the days ahead!  

�

                                         FROM THE PASTOR 
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Pastor 

St. Luke and St. Bernardine  



Mass times for New Year’s Day 

feast of Mary and world peace 

January 1 is the Solemnity  

of Mary, the Holy Mother of 

God. This special feast honors 

the Blessed Mother’s role as the 

Co-Redemptrix of our Faith, the 

one who not only brought Jesus 

into the world but also points 

our way to salvation through 

her son and our savior.  

January 1 also is World Day for Peace, so we also 

remember that special intention on this day as 

millions of people around the world struggle to find 

respite from war and violence. 

There will be a vigil Mass at 5:00 pm on December 31 

at St. Bernardine Church and Mass on New Year’s 

Day at 9:30 am at St. Luke Church. Please join us as 

we pray for a better world in the new year! 
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      Parish Holiday Hours  

St. Luke School is on its two-week 

Christmas break. Classes will 

resume on Tuesday, January 4. 

Religious Education classes 

likewise are on hiatus until 

Wednesday, January 5.  

The Parish Offices will be closed 

on Monday, December 27, and New Year’s Eve 

through Monday, January 3. Please also remember 

there is no 6:30 am Mass at either church this week, 

nor 8:30 am on Friday. Please check the entire 

schedule on page 9. 

  

Is St. Luke on your  

Christmas checklist? 

Christmas is traditionally a time  

for making a significant donation  

to the parish. Your generosity is  

needed to provide support for all 

of our ministries. With everyone’s help we hope to 

reach our Christmas goal of $107,000.  

As always, thank you for making St. Luke and St. Bern-

ardine Parish a priority in your gift giving this year. 

A Christmas gift for you from the parish 

         We are all wounded and broken in some way, but there is a purpose to our “messes.” 

Have you started pondering your New Year’s resolutions yet? You still have another week 

before the big ball drops in Times Square. But if you are looking for some direction, we 

have a brand new book from world-renown evangelist Matthew Kelly that may help you. 

Thanks to a generous parishioner who purchased the “Life is Messy” book for our parish, 

we will put out copies at all of the Christmas Masses. They will be available on a first-

come, first-served basis, so please take one per family until everyone has had a chance 

to bring a copy home.  

Kelly tackles the question of how we can cope with the messy, broken world we 

sometimes find ourselves trapped in. It’s inevitable, he writes, but not without hope, and 

he shares ways he has gotten through tough times. 

“I’m just hoping that these books will help people renew and deepen their faith,” said our 

anonymous donor. So offer a prayer for our benefactor and take one book per family home with you to start 

your New Year in the Lord. 

And when you’re finished, consider sharing the book with others who might enjoy It, too. 



St. Luke School: 100 Years of Excellence 

Excellence. Faith. Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrollment 

for new students 

begins January 2022 

Open House 

Sunday, January 30 

10:30 am –12:30 pm 

Waldron Hall 
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St. Luke School stands apart as a profoundly 

unique school and community. Our differ-

ence is one marked with a rigorous educa-

tional experience, a deeply committed  

and vibrant school spirit and culture, and a 

transformative journey for each and every 

one of our amazing students. 

Our school is grounded in a century-old 

tradition of academic excellence while 

focusing on the whole child. The inclusive-

ness of our faith means that all are welcome 

to participate in an environment that pro-

motes ethical decision-making, humble 

service to others, and a life centered on  

the teachings of Jesus. 

Our teachers and the depth of the educa-

tional experiences they deliver are second 

to none. Our approach to educating the 

whole child means that children are con-

tinuously challenged to think critically and 

creatively, while learning to persevere as 

they solve problems to form a viable solution 

through guided inquiry and discovery. 

All of this exists in a warm, welcoming, 

Catholic environment that places a priority 

on raising ethical, kind, global citizens who 

will be our next leaders. Simply put, St. Luke 

School graduates are made for the world 

that awaits them, and we could not be 

prouder. 

We invite you to come experience the  

St. Luke difference for yourself. We offers 

full and half-day preschool for 3- and 4-

year-olds, as well as full-day kindergarten. 

Whether you are looking to give your little 

one her or his first educational experience 

or transfer your student in grades 1 to 8 

from another school, we invite you to 

discover what makes ours such an 

exceptional community and school.  

Private tours are available, so please 

contact Jessie Wiktor, Admissions Director, 

at jwiktor@stlukeparish.org to set up your 

visit, to request an application, or to 

answer any questions. 

 St. Luke’s Annual Dinner Dance & Auction 

Sapphire & Gold Gala 

 

 

 

 

 

Honoring The Darley Family 

Saturday, February 26, 2022  ♦  Oak Park Country Club 

St. Luke School invites everyone to its grandest celebration of the year  

as we honor the Darleys and present the Heart of St. Luke Award to Mr. David Hodge.  

Join us for a live and silent auction, elegant dinner, entertainment, dancing, and live music. 

Watch for ticket info, or contact Sheila Price at 708-435-8927 for more information. 



Our Parish Vision 

Christmas is a time of giving gifts. One of our gifts to the Christ Child this year is the vision of the parish  

we are striving to become. This vision is the true work of the parish because all were invited to participate  

in its creation, and nearly 70 words or phrases within the vision come directly from parishioners.   

Our New Parish Logo 

The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  

will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told you. John 14:26 

A New Season, A New Website 
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We are the united parish of St. Luke and St. Bernardine – a welcoming, inclusive, vibrant and joyful 

community in Christ on a shared journey of faith. Our hearts are unified and our arms are open to all 

individuals and families who seek a spiritual home guided by the Gospel, strengthened by prayer, 

nourished by the Eucharist, and shaped by the teachings and sacred liturgy of the Catholic Church. 

We draw people together through spiritual and social gatherings to support and build relationships  

with each other and with our Lord. Energized by the blending of our families and ministries, we provide  

a warm and healing shelter from the challenges of our complex world. We offer lifelong faith formation 

through our outstanding Catholic school, religious education programs for students and adults, 

Sacramental preparation, and experiences that encourage exploration, reflection, and learning. 

Our unified parish, which strives to be a spiritual leader in our communities, has sturdy roots growing 

from its more than 100-year history. It also has strong, far-reaching branches nurtured by our 

commitment to grow in our faith and our relationships with one another. 

With the grace of the Holy Spirit, the guidance of our pastor and the support of our lay-led ministries,  

we reach out to the poor, the hungry, the disenfranchised, and the wronged. We seek to be Christ’s 

presence by making our works of friendship, peace, and justice bear witness to His Gospel message. 

St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish is where faith flourishes in River Forest, Forest Park, neighboring 

communities, and beyond. 

Our logo is born of the promise Jesus made to His 

followers as He was leaving them. Today we are 

asked to be His disciples in our challenging world. 

He commissions us to carry His word and His 

promise to all we meet in our life journey.  

This mission imperative is at the heart of our new parish 

logo. The Holy Spirit is our strength, the fire in our hearts. 

The circle containing the fire is our parish burning with 

the zeal of our faith and the knowledge that we 

can keep it alive through the force of our united 

community. 

So if someone asks about our parish vision, the 

answer is simple: the Holy Spirit is at the heart of 

everything we are and everything we must do as 

Catholics to be faithful disciples of our Redeemer – and 

that’s what a parish has to be today and in the future. 

Our parish website has been re-imagined, redesigned, 

and rewritten to fit our new unified parish. Parishioners 

and design professionals worked together to develop a 

valuable information source that is current, contempo-

rary, and comprehensive in its content. Extensive 

research into other websites and preferences of current 

and potential parishioners helped drive decisions. The 

website now features easier navigation and updated 

information on faith formation, ways to serve, and ways 

to celebrate our combined parish community.  

The website currently contains some generic photog-

raphy due to last year’s shutdown of many parish 

activities. As the new year unfolds, anticipate that the 

website will feature photos that capture the spirit of our 

welcoming and vibrant parish family, as well as 

updated information on events, organizations, and 

ministries. Look for additional information and ways for 

all parishioners to participate more fully in parish life. So 

please keep checking the website to stay current on 

parish news and events at www.stlstbparish.org. 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PARISH IDENTITY 



For the family of Ben and Shena Keith, 

Christmas is a time of fun, family gath-

erings, and reflection. With daughters 

Maisy, Maggie, and Millie, the Keiths 

welcome family members to celebrate 

traditions and the promise of faith.  

“We attend 4:00 pm Christmas Eve 

Mass, and one or more of our 

daughters sings in the choir,” Ben 

notes. “We enjoy lighting the Advent 

wreath at Mass and assisting at 

Breakfast with Santa. We feel fortunate 

to be able to help children in need 

celebrate Christmas by giving gifts 

through Secret Santa.” 

“The parish and school are important 

parts of our spiritual life, our social life 

and our family identity,” Shena adds. 

“Among our best friends are families 

we’ve met here.” Shena served on the 

school board and enjoys coaching 

soccer. Ben served on the Parish 

Pastoral Council and is now president 

of the Men’s Club.  

The Keiths both recall childhood 

traditions such as setting out shoes  

for St. Nicholas, searching for the 

perfect tree, or sharing Christmas 

dinner with family while listening to 

Ben’s grandfather play Christmas 

songs on his violin.  

Recognizing the challenges that 

families face, the Keiths give thanks 

for the love and joy they share, and 

for the gifts of celebrating this holy 

time within the parish community.  

“We pray that all are blessed with the 

warmth of the season, good health 

and comfort for those who are ill, love 

and hope for the lonely, fulfillment 

and prosperity for those in need, and 

peace and healing for all those 

suffering from violence.” 

Rigoberto and Martha Pantaleon joined 

St. Bernardine Parish when their son, Jose, 

entered 4th grade at St. Bernardine 

School. Now he is a sophomore at Mar-

quette University, the Catholic school 

tradition that Jose began continues  

with his sister Xochiti, who has been 

attending St. Francis of Rome School 

since St. Bernardine’s school closed.  

The family attends Mass both on the  

eve and the morning of Christmas. A 

cherished tradition is lighting candles at 

church for members of the family who 

have died during the year. The father/

grandfather they lost in 2021 is lovingly 

remembered in their prayers.  

Another family tradition is celebrating 

Oplatki, where a piece of wafer is broken 

then passed around the dinner table  

with each giver bestowing a blessing on 

the next person.  

Both Jose and Xochiti have been altar 

servers and continue as lectors at St. 

Bernardine Church, with Jose partici-

pating when he is home from college.  

Rigoberto and Martha continue to help 

with the parish Youth Group activities, 

including fund-raising at Northerly 

Island. Along with their close friend and 

neighbor Kathy Jankun, they help feed 

the homeless or serve others who are in 

need, and they generously give their 

time when Father Stan requests their 

assistance. 

This year the Pantaleon Family prays for 

God’s blessings on those affected by 

COVID, the homeless, families in need, 

veterans, those dealing with mental 

health issues, those who’ve lost a family 

member, and for the continued health 

and safety of their own family. As a 

parish community, we join them in these 

prayers and in seeking God’s unending 

grace. 

CHRISTMAS AT HOME 

Feliz Navidad with the Pantaleon Family 

Christmas with the Keith Family 
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“We pray that all are 

blessed with the warmth  

of the season, good  

health, and comfort  

for those who are ill,  

love and hope for  

the lonely…”  

“A cherished tradition  

for us is lighting candles  

at church for members  

of the family who have 

died during the year.” 

 



AWAY IN A MANGER 

Welcome, Jesus! 

Though early Christians may have used Nativity scenes 

in celebrating the birth of Christ, it was St. Francis of 

Assisi who popularized the custom.  

For midnight Mass in 1223, St. Francis set up a life size 

Nativity depiction at a cave entrance in the small 

village of Grecio (now Greccio), near Rieti in central 

Italy. With Italy at the center of international trade, the 

news of this spread throughout Europe, quickly making 

the crèche a Christmas standard. 

Crèche comes from the French word for “manger”  

but has evolved into what we know today as the 

Nativity scene. The crèche figures evoke a wide range 

of emotions for so many. It may be a warm childhood 

memory of setting up the figures. It may be 

recognizing the human as well as the divine nature of 

the Christ Child. It may be wonder that the witnesses 

to the birth of our Savior were not only powerful magi 

and angels, but also people of humble birth like the 

shepherds and others from Bethlehem who wondered 

at the meaning of the starry sky.  

St. Luke and St. Bernardine Parish is graced by two 

beautiful crèches, each with its own history, yet each 

showing the joyful moment when ordinary villagers  

first saw the Holy Family. Together this Christmas they 

and we welcome the infant born in a humble stable, 

who is, in fact, the King of Kings. 

Parish Christmas traditions 

Christmas abounds with traditions in Catholic churches 

around the world. This year St. Luke and St. Bernardine 

Parish celebrates some of our traditions together for 

the first time — and looks forward as new traditions 

arise in the years ahead. 

The Christmas Giving Tree 

The Giving Tree has been a hallmark of generosity in 

both legacy parishes for over 50 years. In the weeks 

before Christmas, the tree stands proudly in each 

church, its branches laden with holiday tags listing 

items to be purchased for those in need. “I love that I 

can give back to my community in such a personal 

way,” said one parishioner. “I can take one tag or 

twenty, and no one knows or cares – I’m simply giving 

from my heart.” This year the Giving Trees offered an 

opportunity to support Catholic Charities’ program to 

assist Afghan refugee families in the Chicago area, a 

powerful reminder that sharing our blessings with those 

in need is at the heart of the feast we celebrate. 

Bambinelli Sunday 

In 1969 Pope John VI instituted the celebration of 

Bambinelli Sunday to help children and young people 

prepare for Jesus. Since then, children have brought 

the figurine of the Christ Child from their Nativity sets to 

St. Peter’s Square on the Third Sunday of Advent to be 

blessed by the Holy Father after his Angelus address. 

Parishes around the world now join in the celebration, 

encouraging children to make the connection be-

tween the Nativity figures at home and the church 

where they worship each weekend. Father Stan Kuca 

celebrated the first Bambinelli Sunday at St. Bernardine 

Church in 2017 and the celebration now continues to 

be enjoyed by parishioners at both of our churches. 

Oplatki 

On Christmas Eve, a thin, flat, tasteless wafer called an 

oplatek is distributed to parishioners after the Mass. 

Thought to have originated in the Middle Ages when 

bread was hard to come by, the sharing of bread  

was considered a caring exchange. In Poland and 

many other Eastern European countries, breaking off 

pieces of the wafer and passing it along the table 

before Christmas Eve dinner is a tradition representing 

love and care for each other, as good wishes are 

expressed with each pass of the embossed bread.  

St. Bernardine Church began distributing the wafer  

in the 1990s, offering parishioners leaving Christmas 

Eve Mass the envelope containing the wafer and an 

explanation of the tradition. The oplatek were 

distributed in both parish churches this year, carrying 

on and expanding this beautiful gesture of good will. 
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There are many dedicated volunteers who give time to 

our parish’s St. Vincent DePaul Society food pantry. 

Donna Gawlas is one of them, and she remembers well 

the family who received food when they were in need 

but later returned to volunteer and donate paper 

goods to the pantry. She also knows that clients of the 

food pantry serve as “the eyes and ears” of where 

needs are in the community, mentioning others who 

need food or household items. At Christmas time, it’s 

heartening to remember that those in the greatest need 

are looking beyond their own circumstances to care 

about others. This remarkable human instinct is 

nourished by the way the Society works. 

Donna’s husband Karl, a SVDP member for 50 years, 

says he looks at the clients’ human need, not their 

poverty need. While the pandemic increased demand 

for the food pantry’s supplies, Donna and Karl have 

witnessed an increase in generosity from people 

dropping off food and asking what the pantry needs. 

Julie Bauer began volunteering at the pantry earlier this 

year when it became clear St. Luke and Bernardine 

parishes would merge. “It provided an opportunity to 

meet people from St. Bernardine even before the two 

parishes became one. It also gave me a look at food 

insecurity close to home.” 

Working out of the rectory basement at the corner of 

Harrison Street and Marengo Avenue, the food pantry 

each week assists approximately 15 to 20 clients whose 

households range in size from one to eight people. Each 

client receives two bags of pre-packed nonperishable 

goods. They also can “shop for” additional items on the 

pantry’s shelves, and request specific things they need 

such as laundry detergent, dish soap, and personal 

care items. Clients come from an area that includes 

Forest Park, Oak Park, Berwyn, Cicero, Elmwood Park, 

Maywood, Bridgeview, and Chicago, and they can 

come as often as they want — every week if they need to. 

Earlier this year, the St. Vincent DePaul Society also 

began “rescuing” prepared meals through Project 

22:Nine. Every week, the Society collects 600-1,000 pre-

cooked meals from a local business and shares them 

with 10 churches and agencies. Recipients of the meals 

include aging parishioners who receive the Eucharist at 

home and can’t cook for themselves. Additionally, this 

year for the first time, 30 clients received turkeys and 

side dishes through the St. Luke and St. Bernardine 

Turkey Sunday.  

While numbers illustrate the impact of the Society, the 

heart of that work is the way Society volunteers interact 

with clients. For example, when Donna works at the 

food pantry she tries to greet clients by name, believing 

it “validates their worth as a person.” She keeps track of 

client requests, so she knows what to purchase or to 

request for donations. She gives additional items based 

on family size or other needs. Clients with children 

receive additional snacks or items to pack in lunches. 

Donna even knows who likes each type of coffee.  

Julie adds that being able to work at the food pantry is 

not simply a way of helping others, but a special 

experience for volunteers who are able to put their faith 

into action. “It’s a gift to the giver,” she says. 

Anyone who wishes to donate nonperishable food -- 

unexpired, please -- or household items can do so at 

the food pantry on Saturdays from 9:00-11:00 am, or in 

the baskets at the back of St. Luke Church, or at the 

side altar in St. Bernardine Church. Monetary donations 

are also very much appreciated. Make checks payable 

to St. Vincent DePaul Society and write “St. Bernardine 

Conference” on the memo line. 

The Gift To The Giver 
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Karl and Donna Gawlas and Julie Bauer at our parish food pantry 



If you would like to remember a loved one  

or special occasion at Mass, we now 

have Masses at two churches to accom-

modate your request. Look for the Mass 

intention form in church, on our website, 

or call us at 708-771-8250, or drop off your 

request to the Parish Office. 

Let us pray for your intentions at Mass 

Catholic Charities Support Line 

If the pandemic has you feeling anxious or depressed 

and you'd like to talk with a counselor, please call  

the Catholic Charities Counseling Support Line at  

312-948-6951 from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday through 

Friday Healthcare workers in particular are encour-

aged to reach out for help. Spanish-speaking counsel-

ors are available. If you leave a message after hours, a 

counselor will call you back. 

Mon: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8     

Tue: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18   

Wed: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/Lk 2:22-35    

Thu: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40    

Fri: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18  

Sat: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/ 

    Lk 2:16-21   

Next Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13  

   [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12   

          DAILY MASS READINGS 

Monday, December 27 - St. John the Apostle 

 8:30 am (SLC) A parishioner’s special intention 

 † The Williams, Karasis and Kurr Families 

Tuesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents 

 8:30 am (SLC) † Danny Connolly 

 † Blanche Scodius 

Wednesday, December 29 - St. Thomas Becket 

 8:30 am (SLC) † Sr. Ann Sullivan 

Thursday, December 30  

 8:30 am (SLC) † Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Kartheiser 

Friday, December  31 - St. Sylvester I 

 5:00 pm (SLB) † Michael Charles Maroon 

Saturday, January 1 - St. Damasus 

 9:30 am (SLC)   The People of St. Luke and St. Bernardine  

       Parish 

 5:00 pm (SBC) † Ernest Dost 

Sunday, January 2 

 8:00 am (SBC) † Wilfredo Dezayas 

 † Carolyn Brown 

 9:30 am (SLC) † The Donovan Family 

11:00 am (SLC) † Dennis Crowley Cusack 

 † Josephine T. and Michael J. Dooley 

 

(SBC = St. Bernardine Church / SLC = St. Luke Church) 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Prayer opportunities this week 

Everyone is invited to join us in prayer  

throughout the week, starting with the  

Rosary, which is prayed immediately  

after the 8:30 Mass on weekdays.  

On Tuesday evenings, everyone is our 

invited to stop by for our weekly Adoration  

Holy Hour from 5:00 to 6:30 pm in St. Luke  

Church. Feel free to drop in anytime you can 

during the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Due to the holidays, Confessions will not be available 

next Saturdays at both St. Luke and St. Bernardine 

churches. 
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         PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Mary Sue Stanton, Joe Bavone, Bev Markvart, Michael 

Cobleigh, Joe Burgio, James Froelich, Fr. Stan Kuca,  

Matthew Swan, Grace Martini, Carlotta Martini, Paul Johnson, 

Donald Rice, Frank Kurr, Adam Tiagonce, Brittany Billington, 

Virgilio Bungubung, Julie Doloszycki, Fran Darley, Betty 

Cunningham, Al Ronan, Sr. Colleen Nolan, OP, Stephanie 

Salerno, Gary Gould, Jelyn Vargas, Eugene Scheuring,  

Dr. Patricia O’Brien, Dan O’Brien, Patty Marino, Pat McKinley, 

Janet Berka, Christine Jumaoas, Paula Coonen, Claire 

Coonen, Doris Keating, Manza Fiori, Isaac Beal, Martin and 

Eileen Hudik, Ann Stauffer, Frank Martone, Ann Messerschmidt, 

Rita Daniello, Vince Pusateri, Mary Sladek, Rich Murphy Sr., 

Teresa Meyer, Shirley Hamilton, Helen Kreidermacher,  

Dan Martone, and Betty Maslauskas 

AND OUR DECEASED 

Clarke Devereux and Robert Shallenberger  

We welcome names for the sick list, but requests must be made 

by the individual or an immediate family member. Call the 

Parish Office to add or delete someone on the list.  



New to our parish? We’d like to say hello! 

We’re happy to have you join our community of faith. 

You can learn more about our parish and organiza-

tions and how you can get involved on our website  

at www.stlstbparish.org. 

You will also find a link to our registration page so we 

can welcome you as a full member of our growing 

parish. 

Have any questions? Call our Parish Office at 708- 

771-8250 Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

PARISH INFORMATION 
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          CONNECT WITH US 

St. Bernardine Church, 801 Elgin Street, Forest Park 

St. Luke Church, 7600 W. Lake Street, River Forest 

Parish Business Office/Mailing Address  

 528 Lathrop Ave., River Forest IL 60305 

 708-771-8250  ���stlstboffice@stlstbparish.org 

   Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am – 12:00 

 and 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

St. Luke School, 519 Ashland Ave., River Forest 

 708-366-8587  �  school-stlukeparish.org�

Religious Ed/Faith Formation Office 

 Door #6 of St. Luke School (Lake St.) 

 708-771-8250  ●  stlstboffice@stlstbparish.org 

Fearon Hall, 815 Elgin St., Forest Park (school basement) 

Waldron Hall, 519 Ashland, River Forest (St. Luke School  

    basement) 

Hospitality House, 533 Ashland, River Forest 

Sacrament questions or sacramental records needed? 

    Call 708-771-8250. 

Staff Directory 

Rev. Stanislaw Kuca, Pastor 

 stkuca@stlstbparish.org .................................. 771-8250 

Rev. Edward Fialkowski, Associate Pastor 

 efialkowski@stlstbparish.org .......................... 435-8919 

Rev. Leroy Wickowski (Retired) 

 lwickowski@stlstbparish.org ........................... 435-8917 

Rev. Krzystof Swierczynski (Resident) 

Carol Karlowski, Office Assistant 

 ckarlowski@stlstbparish.org ........................... 435-8912 

Della DeSonia, Bookkeeper 

 dellamdesonia@stlstbparish.org .................... 435-8921 

Michelle Dal Pino, Religious Education Coordinator 

 mdalpino@stlstbparish.org ............................. 435-8960 

Sheila Price, Director of Stewardship & Development   

 sprice@stlstbparish.org ................................... 435-8927 

Kelly Carlson, Coordinator of Ministries 

 kecarlson@stlstbparish.org ............................. 435-8922 

Colleen Ortega, Director of Music 

 cortega@stlstbparish.org ................................ 435-8914 

Bradley Collins, Communications Coordinator  

 brcollins@stlstbparish.org ............................... 435-8910 

Andrew DiMarco, School Principal....adimarco@stlukeparish.org 

Sue Connolly, Administrative Asst.....sconnolly@stlukeparish.org 

          MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 

Friday, December 31 

  5:00 pm - SBC Celebrant  Fr. Kris 

   Cantor Volunteer 

 Lector J Schuch 

 Euch Min M Boblitz 

Saturday, January 1 

  9:30 am - SLC Celebrant Fr. Stan 

   Cantor Volunteer 

 Lector Yates Hafner 

 Euch Min 1 Needed 

 Ushers 2 Needed 

  5:00 pm - SBC Celebrant Fr. Kris 

 Cantor J Doloszycki 

  Lector J Schuch 

 Euch Min K Rush 

Sunday, January 2 

  8:00 am - SBC Celebrant Fr. Leroy 

   Cantor C Hopkins 

 Lector K Raza 

 Euch Min D Dorney 

  9:30 am - SLC Celebrant Fr. Stan 

  Cantor S Meyer  

 Lector 1 Needed 

 Euch Min C Casson 

 Ushers 2 Needed 

 11:00 am - SLC Celebrant Fr. Kris 

  Cantor G Donatille 

  Lector A O’Connell 

 Euch Min 1 Needed 

 Ushers 2 Needed 

SBC = St. Bernardine Church  

SLC = St. Luke Church 
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708-488-8300708-488-8300
24 Hour Towing   Forest Park24 Hour Towing   Forest Park

Spotless Carwash
7802 Madison St.
& 7343 Roosevelt
in Forest Park
708-771-2945
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

spotlessautowash.com

Lawn Sprinklers
• ENGINEERING • INSTALLATION 

• SERVICE

For Service Call: 708-366-5580

$$$$

ED THE PLUMBER 
ED THE CARPENTER

Best Work • Best Rate

Satisfaction Guaranteed As

We Do All Our Own Work 

$$ Parishioner Discount $$

(708) 652-1444
Serving Breakfast & Lunch   Daily 7am- 4pm
7525 W Madison St. • Forest Park • 708 689-8607

841 S. Oak Park Ave, Oak Park, IL 60304

1 (708) 386-0072
www.Weddingsbywestgate.com

Wedding Specialists

... Helping you get to and through retirement
Joe, Mike, & Dan Madden, Parish Members 

1010 Lake St. • Oak Park, IL • advisors@maddenfunds.com • (708) 848-3200

Pizza & Catering
Carry Out & Delivery

(773) 622-4333
1745 N. Harlem Ave. • Chicago

www.amatospizza.com

The OriginalSince 1966

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894I-A

Ray Kalwajtys 
Financial Advisor

7777 Lake Street Suite 101 
River Forest, IL 60305 
708-366-7363

Corporate Events

Private Parties

Holiday Parties

Birthday Parties

Christenings

Showers

Rehearsal Dinners

Funeral Luncheons

Offsite Catering

7309 W. North Ave. 
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

donnygs.com

Call 708-456-3644 
to book your event!

Residential & Commercial 
Roofing • Gutters • Sheet Metal

www.tidwellroofingandsheetmetal.com
License No. 104 005422 / 105 004986

847-437-2710

Greg Bak

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 
P: 773.814.6430 

E. gregs24h7@yahoo.com 
www.gregsrestorationinc.com

Masonry Restoration 
Brick Work 

Tuckpointing 
Grinding 
Caulking 
Sealing 

Lintel Repairs 
Parapet Rebuild 

and More...

Visiting Angels

Non-Medical In-Home Care for 
Seniors and Disabled Adults.

www.visitingangels.com

708-395-7992

Barnard’s Schwinn 
    Established in 1911

708.524.2660
6109-11 W. North Avenue
Oak Park, IL  60302

Owned & Operated by Jeff & Greg Hajduk

HIGH SCHOOL
Knowledge   Strength   Faith

7574 West Division, River Forest 
www.trinityhs.org  •  708.771.8383

Rick Wholey, CFP®
Managing Director & Financial Advisor

312.578.2694
rwholey@rwbaird.com

Financial Planning  |  Investment Management 

Parishioner since 1989

www.WholeyPoitrasGroup.com

Ponzio Dental
7053 W North Avenue Suite 2

Oak Park, IL 60302

(708) 452-8100 
wewelcomecowards.com

Established 1890

P. M. WALSH & CO.
Realtors

Tagger O’Brien, Parish Member

7636 W. North Ave. (708) 456-6400

taggerob@comcast.net

• Beautifully Appointed Guest Rooms & Suites 
• Meeting/Banquet Facilities • Group Discounts

(708) 848-5000
1110 Pleasant St. • Oak Park, IL 60302

Circle Bowling Lanes 
7244 Circle Avenue | Forest Park

708-366-2810708-366-2810

Party Room - Open Bowl - Bumpers

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.

(Commercial and Residential) 
2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

■ HEATING ■ COOLING
708 848-3291

336 Harrison St., Oak Park 
www.HouseofHeat.com

Vacuum Cleaners • Air Purifiers • Humidifiers

708-660-9800 
148 N. Oak Park Avenue, Oak Park

Local. Friendly. Experts 
We’ve been keeping Chicagoland clean Since 1983

NUZZO SEWER & PLUMBING INC.
708-456-7300         Power Rodding       773-625-6280

All Sewer & Plumbing Repairs & Installation

Specializing in  Flood Control • Correcting Low Water Pressure
Video Sewer & Locating Service

www.nuzzoplumbing.com     Lic. 14636

7375 West North Avenue 
River Forest, Illinois 60305

www.gagliardorealty.com 
(708) 771-8040

Serving your community since 1958.

 Tom Poulos Andy Gagliardo 
 Broker/Owner Broker/Owner

Member FDIC • www.forestparkbank.com 
Dan Watts, President

7348 W. Madison St.  7331 W. Roosevelt Rd. 708-222-2800

we are open
and living life  

like never before!
CALL US TODAY 
708-716-4004

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
800 N. HARLEM AVENUE 
RIVER FOREST, IL 60305

SHERIDANRIVERFOREST.COM

Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683

Dr. James G. Frazier, D.M.D., M.S.
COMPREHENSIVE, QUALITY, ORTHODONTIC CARE

 Flexible Payment Options  400 Lathrop Ave., Suite 203 
 Insurance Accepted  River Forest, IL 60305

708.366.6595 
www.frazierorthodontics.com

• General  
   Trucking

• Short & Long 
   Term Leasing

Est. 1905
EXPERIENCED DRIVERS NEEDED

GOOD PAY • FULL BENEFITS
(708) 345-0900
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Contact Jeff Hansen  
to place an ad today! 
jhansen@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2683

MICHAEL H. MOHR    (708) 366-2900

MOHR OIL CO. 
7340 W. HARRISON ST. 

FOREST PARK, IL 60130

Setting New Standards of Service SinceSetting New Standards of Service Since 1950 1950

GEORGE MORRIS 
Real Estate Broker 

Jack Carpenter, Realtors® 
Established 1920

Oak Park, IL 
Cell 708-205-5762          Office 708-383-7100 

Email gmorris850@aol.com

35 Year Forest Park Resident 
Real Estate Sales & Rentals

(708) 848-7200 
1035 Madison Street • Oak Park 

www.belmontvillage.com

Liz O’Connell 
Broker Associate, SRES®

 
Cell: 708-772-0337 
Direct line: 708-697-5900
 
Email: liz.oconnell@bairdwarner.com  
Web: lizoconnell.bairdwarner.com

Parishioner

$35 Service Coupon
708-343-5472 • callriley.com

7319 Madison Street • Forest Park, IL 60130 
708.366.2200 ~ Family Operated 

Kevin Harnett, Owner & Director, Parishioner 
 

www.zimmermanharnett.com

ZIMMERMAN - HARNETT FUNERAL HOME

Traditional and Cremation Services

ELM FLOOR INC.
Hardwood Floor 

Maintenance  
& installation

708-456-0371

• Rentals • Sales • Service 

Matthew & Mike Hamilton
1031 N. Cicero Ave. • Chicago   773-252-6200

CONTRACTORS EQUIPMENT,  INC

www.oakparkmusic.com | (708) 622-8147 | 844 Madison St. • Oak Park

Music Classes and Lessons For the Whole Family

J. M. J.J. M. J.
In Loving Memory of the 

Williams, Karasis, 
& Kurr Families

See you in Heaven

MARK KELTY
338 Lathrop Av., River Forest, IL 60305

Ph: (708) 771-4880 Fax: (708) 771-4888

lawn care

P ETERSON-BASSI  
CHAPELS

Serving St. Luke Families for 3 Generations 
Residents of River Forest 

708-848-6661 • 773-637-4441 
www.petersonfuneralhome.com

FAMILY  FAMILY  
OWNED AND OWNED AND 
OPERATEDOPERATED

LYNCH DENTAL CENTER
 John P. Lynch, D.D.S. Frances E. Lynch, D.D.S.

 Sheila E. Lynch, D.D.S. Karen V. Darley, D.D.S.

340 Lathrop Avenue 30 N. Michigan Avenue 
River Forest, Illinois 60305 Suite 225 
708 366 6411 Chicago, Illinois 60602 
                                    We Welcome New Patients 312 263 3235


